
Traveling restrictions became fa-
miliar obstructions to travel as 
the COVID-19 pandemic raged 

worldwide, and since the deadly vi-
rus still remains present in our every-
day lives, many countries continue to 
place limits on visitors. But with the 
widespread introduction of vaccines, 
which has sparked a slow reopening 
of travel and gathering around the 
world, will Saint Vincent’s Study 
Abroad program start back up? 

According to Jody Marsh, the di-
rector of the newly minted Office of 
Global and Community Engagement, 
the answer is yes; however, not ev-

eryone on campus may be eligible to 
participate.

“All members traveling are sup-
posed to be fully vaccinated,” Marsh 
said. “And reasonable efforts are to 
be made to avoid COVID-19 hotspots 
while they’re in their destination.”

While some students may see the 
policy as unfair, Marsh reported that 
most countries require an individual 
to be fully vaccinated in order to visit.

 Ben Tantalo, freshman finance and 
accounting major, expressed his disap-
pointment and surprise with the poli-
cy, since he reported that he believed 
Continued on page 2

Last year, the Saint Vincent 
community witnessed the in-
troduction of Honors hous-

ing on campus, which began with 
two freshmen Honors pods in Saint 
Benedict Hall. The freshman Honors 
housing has continued into this year, 
and its success has led to the creation 
of a new housing set-up this semes-
ter: upperclassmen Honors housing.

Two floors of Wimmer Hall were 
set aside for use as Honors housing 
during the 2021-2022 academic year. 
Upperclassmen students who re-
ceived the Wimmer Scholarship or 
who belong to one of the five com-
ponents of the honors community 
at Saint Vincent—the Honors Pro-
gram, Benedictine Leadership Stud-
ies, Aurelius Scholars, STEP Schol-
ars and Fred Rogers Scholars—were 
given the option to join Honors 
housing while registering for hous-
ing during the spring 2021 semester.

Students were notified in the 
spring of 2021 that the two floors 
were scheduled for renovations that 
would be completed prior to the fall 
2021 move-in date in an email from 
Robert Baum, Dean of Students.

Part of those renovations includ-
ed several perks for the students liv-
ing in the Honors housing. Each 
floor received a Keurig, a microwave 
and bookshelves—which have been 
stocked with books donated by dif-
ferent departments at Saint Vincent.
Continued on page 3 

Study abroad 
during a pandemic

Erin Brody, Staff Writer
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the program would be functioning 
as it had before the start of the pan-
demic.

As a member of SVC’s McKenna 
School of Business, Tantalo, who is 
unvaccinated, was looking forward 
to traveling to Portugal over spring 
break with other members of his 

major or studying elsewhere inter-
nationally for a semester. 

He also considered joining Cam-
pus Ministry for their service trip 
to Brazil. But so far, there is no in-
formation regarding whether Cam-
pus Ministry must follow the same 
guidelines as the Study Abroad pro-
gram.

Lindsey Benjamin, freshman bi-
ology major, also expressed her 
shock regarding the Study Abroad 
vaccination policy. Although she is 
vaccinated, Benjamin agreed with 
Tantalo’s viewpoint and explained 

that she believed unvaccinated stu-
dents should still have the option to 
study abroad.

Benjamin recognized that many 
countries do not allow unvacci-
nated people to travel within their 
borders, but she also said that not 
every country is instituting such a 

policy.
“I feel like it’s not really [the 

school’s] decision,” Benjamin said. 
“If countries allow unvaccinated 
people in, then I feel it would be 
okay to let unvaccinated people go 
to those specific countries.”

As the program does begin to re-
open, students who are interested 
in studying abroad can find more 
information about specific trips and 
fill out a portfolio at https://mysv.
stvincent.edu/Academics/Global-
andCommunityEngagement/Pages/
default.aspx. 
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Will restrictions 
limit students from 

traveling?
continued from page 1
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“All members traveling are supposed to be 
fully vaccinated, and reasonable efforts 

are to be made to avoid COVID-19 hotspots 
while they’re in their destination.”

-Jody Marsh, Director of the Office of 
Global and Community Engagement
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Saint Vincent students had the op-
portunity to showcase their skills 
at the talent show organized by 

Step into SVC, the campus’ new mi-
nority mentor program, on Oct. 22. 
The event ran for about an hour and a 
half and was located in Luparello Hall 
in Dupre. Few seats were left vacant as 
students poured into the hall to watch 
the talents of their peers. 

One of the organizers of the event, 
Sanaa Langford—a sophomore biology 
major—said that the turnout was larger 
than she had expected. 

“The goal of the talent show was to 
get people involved with Step into SVC 
and get our name out there with the 
student body,” Langford said. “Most 
importantly, it was to have fun.”

The show consisted of a wide vari-
ety of student performances. The per-
formers sang, rapped, performed a step 
routine, and even juggled on the stage. 

After the performances ended, the 

MCs of the night—Langford and Keila 
Lobos, Graduate Assistant of the Of-
fice of Multicultural Student Life—in-
vited audience members to sing kara-
oke onstage while the judges finalized 
their decision. 

After much deliberation, the judges 
agreed on the top three performanc-
es. Langford and JaQuaznai Parks 
Thomas, sophomore early childhood 
education major, received third place 
for their step performance. Alexandra 
Gronski, sophomore criminology ma-
jor, earned second place for her cover 
of “Before He Cheats” by Carrie Un-
derwood. Anna Doelling, sophomore 
biology major, won first prize with her 
rendition of Adele’s “Someone Like 
You.”

Step into SVC has already organized 
multiple events on campus this year 
that have experienced great turnouts. 
The program plans to coordinate more 
throughout the year.
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Water bottle filling stations were also 
installed on the two floors.

One of the challenges upperclassmen 
Honors housing presented was the in-
tegration of students who lived in the 
Honors pods last year and students new 
to Honors housing.

Every student who lived in an Hon-
ors pod last year elected to live in Hon-
ors housing this year, including Dylan 
Slebodnik, a sophomore history and 
education major.

“Coming from the first section of 
Honors students, I think that the new 
students fit in well,” Slebodnik said. “I 
think we push each other academical-
ly... and people are always willing to 
help each other.”

Antonio Muñoz, a sophomore in-
ternational business major, is new to 
Honors housing this year.

“I’d say not only were we welcomed, 
not only was it easy to get into the swing 
of things, but the most social floors that 
I’ve seen in this entire building are the 
Honors floors,” Muñoz said. “There’s 
no other floor community like it on 
campus.”

Muñoz was also pleased with how 
Saint Vincent has handled the intro-
duction of Honors housing.

“We have legitimate social diversity... 
I think that’s a really big deal because it 
feels like Saint Vincent is focused more 
on students’ character and drive rath-
er than anything superficial,” he said. 
“There’s no exclusion from the Honors 
community. You have an open door.”

Sophomore psychology major Jacob 
Rzempoluch, like Muñoz, is also new 
to Honors housing this year. He shared 
similar sentiments with Muñoz.

“I like how it still feels like a com-
munity despite the single rooms. I in-
teract with a lot of different people and 
have lots of different conversations. It is 
a unique experience that you might not 
get in another dorm,” Rzempoluch said.
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Saint Vincent’s got 
talent

Jackie Moon, Part-Time Staff Writer

The Honors 
floors foster 
community

continued from page 1

Anna Doelling poses with a 32-inch flat-screen TV, her prize for winning first place at the Step into SVC talent 
show. (SOURCE: STEP INTO SVC INSTAGRAM)
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Both the men’s and women’s 
golf teams traveled to Ohio to 
participate in the PAC Con-

ference Championships on Oct. 13 
and 14. The men played in the city 
of Warren, whereas the women played 
in Ohio’s Vienna. The head coach of 
both teams, Samantha Firestone, re-
capped what she saw from both teams 
over the two days.

“The PAC Championship has a re-
ally competitive field this year, and 
our athletes battled with every shot,” 
Firestone said.

While the teams’ scores were not as 
low as desired, Firestone said that “in 
the game of golf, that can happen on 

any given day.”
The men’s team finished in seventh 

place, and the women’s team placed 
sixth.

Early in the season, both teams en-
countered problems and setbacks. Al-
yson Frank, a sophomore mathemat-
ics major, described the start of the 
women’s fall session as “rocky.”

“Some of the team needed to get 
paperwork in and weren’t allowed to 
play at the beginning and others were 
hurt, so it was definitely chaotic and 
changed day-by-day,” Frank said.

However, both teams overcame 
these setbacks and returned to a nor-
mal golf campaign for the first time 

since the 2018-19 school year. In 
fact, the Grove City Invitational on 
Sep. 11—the first competition for the 
women’s team—turned out to be a 
great day for Frank. 

“My first round [at Grove City] that 
day flowed so well. I chipped in on 
[hole] number 18, so that was really 
cool. My swing also felt really dialed 
in,” Frank said.

Although both teams are no longer 
playing nor practicing for the rest of 
the semester, the men’s and women’s 
golf seasons are far from over. 

“Golf is actually considered a spring 
sport, but we do have a split season 
between the fall and spring. We typi-
cally start competing again at the end 
of March,” Firestone said.

The season is almost exactly a 
perfect 50-50 split between fall and 
spring; according to Frank, six match-
es are played in each of the semesters.

Though the teams will not meet up 
for sessions for now, they will return 
to practice at the start of the spring 
semester.

SPORTS
SVC golf teams conclude 

fall campaigns
Luke Mich, Sports Editor

The men’s golf team. In addition to playing invitationals, the team competed in a dual match against 
Pitt-Greensburg on Sept. 24, winning 3-2. (SOURCE: ATHLETICS.STVINCENT.EDU)

“The PAC Championship has a 
really competitive field this year 

and our athletes battled with 
every shot.”

– Samantha Firestone, head 
coach of men’s and women’s golf
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Team Standings

Team W L Streak

W&J 7 1 W1

Car. Mellon 6 2 W5

Westminster 6 2 W3

Grove City 6 2 L1

Case Western 5 3 W3

Saint Vincent 4 4 L1

Geneva 3 5 W1

Bethany 1 7 L2

Waynesburg 1 7 L5

Thiel 0 8 L8

Football

Schedule: @Westminster 11/6 1 PM

Team W L Streak

Chatham 3 0 W3

Westminster 2 0 W2

Franciscan 2 1 W2

Saint Vincent 1 2 L1

W&J 1 2 L1

Grove City 0 0 T1

Bethany 0 2 L2

Women’s Swimming

Schedule: @IUP 11/6 11 AM

Men’s Cross Country 
Schedule: NCAA Regionals 11/13 
11AM

Results: 2nd at Westminster, 2nd 

at Saint Vincent Invitational, 8th at 
Lehigh, 18th at Oberlin, 2nd at PAC 
Championships

Women’s Cross Country
Schedule: NCAA Regionals 11/13 
Noon

Results: 3rd at Westminster, 1st at 

Saint Vincent Invitational, 15th at 
Lock Haven, 20th at Lehigh, 26th at 
Oberlin, 7th at PAC Championships

Team W L Streak

Westminster 26 4 W14

Chatham 19 7 W1

Bethany 16 10 W5

Grove City 19 11 W1

Thiel 11 19 L2

Geneva 13 17 L1

Saint Vincent 9 17 W1

Waynesburg 9 19 L9

W&J 3 22 L4

Franciscan 3 17 L5

Women’s Volleyball

Schedule: End of Season

Team W L Streak

Franciscan 10 5 L1

Westminster 12 7 L1

Grove City 9 8 W1

Chatham 9 7 W1

Bethany 8 7 W3

Geneva 6 9 L2

W&J 5 8 L1

Waynesburg 3 12 W2

Thiel 1 14 L8

Saint Vincent 2 15 L7

Men’s Soccer

Schedule: End of Season

Team W L Streak

Westminster 16 1 W10

Grove City 10 7 W4

Chatham 10 5 W3

W&J 10 8 L1

Waynesburg 8 8 L1

Franciscan 7 8 L4

Geneva 5 13 L3

Saint Vincent 5 11 L4

Thiel 4 11 L4

Bethany 4 12 L10

Women’s Soccer

Schedule: End of Season

Team W L Streak

Westminster 1 1 W1

W&J 1 2 L1

Grove City 1 0 W1

Bethany 1 1 W1

Saint Vincent 0 2 L2

Chatham 0 3 L3

Men’s Swimming

Schedule: @IUP 11/6 11 AM,
@Grove City 11/13 1 PM

Follow 
us on
social
media

for more 
weekly
stories!

@SVCReview

The Review

@svcreview

...

...
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ARTS & CULTURE

Since the beginning of the fall 
semester, the lecture room of 
the Fred Rogers Center has 

been filled weekly with crowds of 
SVC students, staff and faculty 
members, leaning forward in their 
chairs to listen to visiting professors 
and speakers. One such speaker, Dr. 
Meir Kohn, professor of economics 
at Dartmouth college, presented for 
the 2021-2022 McKenna Economic 
Education Lecture series on Oct. 26 

in the Fred Rogers Center.
The lecture, titled ‘Commerce, 

Predation, and Economic Develop-
ment,’ discussed Kohn’s upcoming 
book, which will develop a new the-
ory of economic progress based on 
evidence of preindustrial Europe and 
China. 

In the lecture opening, Kohn 
highlighted a distinct difference in 
his economic research method: he 
focuses on observation and study of 

economies rather than mathematics.
“Usually when people think of 

economic theory, they think of 
mathematical models,” Kohn said. 
“I used to do theory that way, but I 
decided after many years that it was 
a total waste of time.”

Dr. Zachary Davis, professor of 
economics at SVC, and the faculty 
member who invited Dr. Kohn to 
attend, said that Kohn’s unconven-
tional economic ideas was one of the 
reasons why he was invited to SVC.

Aleksandr Kraft, a senior econom-
ics, mathematics and business eco-
nomics major, described Kohn’s de-
cision to avoid math as “unusual, yet 
remarkable.” Kraft also said Kohn’s 
lecture was the best he’s ever attend-
ed at SVC, in part due to Kohn’s 
“unique twist on traditional develop-
mental economics.” He appreciated 
the simplicity of the professor’s talk.

“I thought Dr. Kohn’s lecture was 
presented in a way that even the 
people with the least economic edu-
cation could understand his theory,” 
Kraft said.

Over the course of the presenta-
tion, Kohn presented his new theory 
and applied his theory for takeaways 
of economic development.

Kohn theorized that people make 
a living not only through production, 
but also through commerce—buy-
ing and selling things—and preda-
tion—using force to take things from 
others. He cited government as the 
main source of predation, due to the 
governmental tendency to intervene 
Continued on page 7

Economics enters SVC
with Dr. Kohn

Sean Callahan, Arts & Culture Editor

Dr. Meir Kohn is a professor of economics at Dartmouth College and was the speaker for the Oct. 26 lecture. 
(SOURCE: STVINCENT.EDU)
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in economic affairs.
He explained that, while govern-

ment intervention could provide 
good contributions to an economy, 
economic problems are better solved 
through nongovernment methods. 
He cited Canada as an example, 
since the country has had zero ma-
jor economic crises, compared to 

the United States’ 12 major crises. 
Kohn also concluded that opening 
a country to foreign trade requires 
both reducing tariffs and allowing 
easier access into the country.

“All the barriers to trade from de-
veloping countries are a huge barrier 
to development. For supply regions, 
you need markets in developing 
countries,” Kohn said.

Kraft appreciated this specific 
point from Kohn because it related 
to his own studies in economics.

“While I have heard this many 
times in my economics courses at 

Saint Vincent, having a well-re-
spected economist lecture about it 
was fascinating,” Kraft said.

Dr. Timothy Burns, a professor of 
political science at Baylor University, 
will give the next McKenna School 
lecture on Nov. 9 at 7:30 p.m. The 
lecture is titled ‘Aristotle’s Politics, 
Book I: Is the City Truly By Nature?’ 

Student fascinated by 
speaker’s economic 

perspective
continued from page 6

“While I have heard this many 
times in my economics courses 
at Saint Vincent, having a well-

respected economist lecture 
about it was fascinating.”

- Aleksandr Kraft
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While Saint Vincent College is a 
Catholic institution, not all stu-
dents, faculty and staff on cam-

pus share the same Catholic faith. Many 
members of the Saint Vincent community 
may follow a variety of religious beliefs, 
and some members may also follow no 
particular religion as well. But for those 
in the community who identify as Prot-
estant, Campus Ministry has hired a new 
staff member: Rev. Clark Kerr.

“One of the things we’re hoping to do is 
give the Protestant kids a chance to be a 
part of Campus Ministry,” Kerr said. “I’ve 
heard that there’s been some reluctance.”

Fr. Maximilian Maxwell, O.S.B. and di-
rector of Campus Ministry, has also done 
some research on students of other faiths.

“I want to reach the students that, for 
whatever reason, didn’t really feel wel-

comed in Campus Ministry,” Maxwell 
said. 

To help accomplish this goal, Kerr is 
taking the time to meet with the student 
body.

“One of the opportunities [Kerr] has 
put together with me is Let’s Talk, which 
would be sometime at lunch, any student 
that wants to chat with him has that op-
portunity to do that,” Maxwell said.

 Kerr has also started a Bible study 
called “Gospel in Life, Grace Changes 
Everything,” which currently takes place 
on Wednesday evenings in the Bearcat 
Lounge. The study is a series of videos with 
segments that focus on a specific idea. The 
goal is to view the Bible with an emphasis 
on grace, without a Catholic-focused lens.

 Kerr reported that there has been a 
small turnout for the Bible study sessions 
so far. The low attendance rate, according 
to Kerr, can be attributed to conflicting 
student schedules.

Maxwell also encouraged student in-
volvement in the events hosted by Kerr. 

“I want [students] to first and foremost 
know that he’s there just as much as the 
monks are there,” Maxwell said.

Kerr has voiced great interest in estab-
lishing “student ambassadors” as a part of 
his role in Campus Ministry while he gets 
acquainted with SVC. 

“If I can get a few people who are Prot-
estants, and we can kind of get something 
started, that would be terrific,” Kerr said.

If anyone would like to participate as an 
ambassador or speak with him on differ-
ent matters, Kerr can be reached at clark.
kerr@stvincent.edu. He can also be con-
tacted at his office on the Campus Minis-
try floor in the Carey Center on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

Interfaith possibilities 
on campus

Erin Brody, Staff Writer

Newest member of Campus Ministry, Reverend Clark Kerr. 
(SOURCE: KERR)
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